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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
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Registration and Approval review
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Environmental Public Health Services
Program Areas

• 8 Core programs
– Drinking Water
– Health and Housing
– Facility Inspections
– Food Safety
– Wastewater
– Solid Waste
– Communicable Disease
– Emergency Preparedness and Response

– Work with community Leadership and various community members depending on 
program area
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Environmental Public Health Services

• Who knows their community EPHO
–How contact
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Environmental Public Health Services

• FNIHB
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Environmental Public Health Services

• South East Resource Development Council
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Environmental Public Health Services

• West Region Tribal Council



7

Environmental Public Health Services

• Swampy Cree Tribal Council-
–Presently EPHO coverage by FNIHB EPHO’s
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

• Summary presentation and group work does not replace taking  
training course on OWMS installation.

• Past MB training course was 5 day course (not been available)
• Available OWMS training is offered by:

– Alberta Onsite Wastewater Management Association AOWMA or Saskatchewan SOMWA
– Link to site: Onsite Wastewater Practitioner - FULL PROGRAM - Alberta - Canadian Onsite Wastewater Training 

Initiative - Call Us at 1 888 729 5139 (cowti.ca)
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

• Province of Manitoba– EPHO’s use as guiding practices 
– Province of Manitoba- Environment and Climate Change

– Website: Environment and Climate Change | Province of Manitoba (gov.mb.ca)

– Documents, 
– information, 
– Examples

–****All forms should be submitted to EPHO’s***
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

• Important Guiding documents:

– Province of Manitoba Onsite Wastewater Management System 
Regulations 
– Onsite Wastewater Management Systems Regulation, M.R. 83/2003 (gov.mb.ca)

– Province of Manitoba Onsite Wastewater Management System 
Supplementary Information 2010
– owms_info_package_2010.pdf (gov.mb.ca)

– Supplementary info clarification documents 
– ECP-22-0299 - Letter Branch - 2022-05-03T21:05:40Z (gov.mb.ca)
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

– FNIHB- ISC OWMS registration form (2 pages)
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

– OWMS registration form
– Home and Certified OWMS installer information

– If needing certified OWMS installer : certified_installers.pdf (gov.mb.ca)
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

– OWMS registration form
– Home information and system information
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

– OWMS registration form
– Disposal Field information if installing (size and setback distances)

– Using regulations, supplementary information and supplies
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

– OWMS registration form
– Building water information and 

– Required signatures
1. Owner
2. Certified installer including certificate #



18

Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

– OWMS registration form
– EPHO documentation sign off

1. Registration review and authorization to proceed
2. System inspected by 
3. Authorization to cover
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

– OWMS registration form- Site Plan
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

– OWMS registration form- Site Plan
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

A disposal field needs to be setback at least: 

• 6 m (20 ft) from a dwelling without a basement 
• 11 m (36 ft) from a dwelling with a basement 
• 30 m (100 ft) from a waterbody 
• 15 m (50 ft) from a drilled well 
• 30 m (100 ft) from other wells and springs 
• 8 m (26 ft) from your closest property boundary 
• 8 m (26 ft) from water service pipes 
• 15 m (50 ft) from an embankment (to a waterbody) 
• 8 m (26 ft) from a swimming pool
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

Septic/Holding tanks need to meet the following setback 
distances as measured from the nearest sidewall of the tank:

• 1 m (3.25 ft) from a building
• 3 m (10 ft) from the nearest property boundary
• 8 m (26 ft) from a well
• 3 m (10 ft) from a cistern
• 15 m (50 ft) from a water course
• 8 m (26 ft) from a cut or embankment
• 3 m (10 ft) from a swimming pool 
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

– Key points:

– Submit the OWMS forms and any other information as move 
forward to completion of each installation.

– Certified OWMS installer is needed for approvals 
– Contact EPHO to arrange signoffs and inspections or options
– Provide resident with information on provide system
– EPHO’s are available for guidance, support and we want to work 

with First Nation Communities to protect their Health and the 
Environment Health. 
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Onsite Wastewater Management Systems
( OWMS)

Thank You,

Environmental Public Health Services
First Nations and Inuit Health Branch
Indigenous Services Canada


