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• The Impact Assessment Act (IAA) sets out legislative basis for Federal practice of 
impact assessment.

• The Act came into force on August 28, 2019, repealing the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA, 2012). 

• There are a few types of projects subject to the Act:

Ø Designated projects 
• Assessed by the Impact Assessment Agency or Review Panel
• Projects that are likely to cause significant adverse effects.

Ø Projects on federal lands and outside Canada (non-designated)
• Assessed by federal authorities (i.e. ISC)
• Projects are not likely to cause significant adverse effects with the implementation of 

mitigation measures and recommendations.
• Typically, this follows a departmental environmental review process. 



• An environmental review is the process of reviewing a project and its positive and negative 
impacts, including health, social and economic impacts, as well as impacts on Indigenous 
peoples and their rights.  

• The Environmental Review Process is an exercise completed jointly by ISC and the project 
Proponent. 

• The environmental review process is a requirement under sections 81-91 of the Impact 
Assessment Act (the Act) for all federal departments. 

• The environmental review process must be completed if one of the following actions are 
undertaken by a federal department – also known as “triggers”: 
• Provides funding for a project; 
• Provides an authorization for a project (permit, lease etc); and/or
• Proponent of a project. 



Designated projects:
Provide guidance and advice for large projects across Canada with potential 
impacts on Indigenous people. Examples of designated projects (major projects) 
are mines, oil facilities, pipelines etc.

Projects on-reserve (non-designated projects):
Conduct environmental reviews on proposed projects on-reserve to ensure that 
they are carried out without causing significant adverse impacts through the 
implementation of mitigation measures and recommendations. Examples of non-
designated projects (smaller scale) are houses, community buildings, water 
treatment plants, roads, etc.



Why do an Environmental Review? 

1. Projects Proceed in a Good Way. 

2. Reduces Risk to the Community: 

§ Helps identify and propose actions to minimize climate change impacts on projects. 

§ Protection of ecosystems and biodiversity.

§ Increased protection of human health

3. Protective of Indigenous people’s rights.

4. Minimize Cumulative Effects over the Long Term.



• A “project” is defined as a physical activity associated with 
a physical work on federal lands. 
ØA physical activity includes carrying out tasks such as 

construction, modification, operation, and 
decommissioning. 

ØA physical work includes structures built by humans 
that have a defined area and fixed locality. 

• Examples of projects:
ØNew infrastructure (i.e. housing, community buildings, 

roads, bridges, etc.)
ØExpansion, upgrades, and/or footprint increase via new 

construction
ØFuel tanks
ØCommissioning or decommissioning of quarry/gravel 

sites
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1. ISC makes a determination, along with any other applicable Authorities, and mitigation measures 
are identified:

 
 Example of a determination: 

• “This project meets the criteria described under the Designated Classes of Projects Order 
pursuant to subsection section 88(1) of the Impact Assessment Act and is exempt from 
further review and posting on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry.”

 
 Example of recommendations/mitigations measures:

• Situate site above the 200-year flood mark, where possible. When housing is located in flood-
risk area, flood protection measures should be implemented to protect the home and the 
associated infrastructure from flooding (e.g. berming, sumps, diverters, above-ground 
systems.

• Install water and sewer services on the lot opposite each other relative to the residence. 
• Etc… 

2. Implementation of mitigation measures is the responsibility of the Proponent. 



Mitigation measures are about reducing risk associated with the 
proposed project. The measures identify methods to help safeguard 

the environment and the community.
• Risk mitigation is the process of understanding certain risks and 

threats, accepting that they exist, and taking the appropriate 
measures to reduce their effects in case they happen. It is a part of 
the risk management process and is necessary to prepare a 
community for any threats to their environment.

• Focus on the unavoidable threats and reducing their impact. This 
can include natural disasters or any other minor threats that may 
cause issues.

• Usthe best ways and means of avoiding, minimizing and remedying 
impacts to human health and the environment for the project and to 
avoid cumulative impacts over the long term. ed to find



• First Nation Land Management (FNLM) 
Ø ISC seeks to harmonize with existing FNLM environmental review processes. 
Ø ISC must still complete environmental review for projects where a trigger exists. 
ØCommunities may still choose to use the ISC ERP process.
ØFNLM environmental review process must satisfy federal legislative requirements.
 

• Other Federal Departments
ØISC seeks to harmonize with the other departmental environmental review process. 
ØISC must still complete an environmental review for projects where a trigger exists. 

• Provincial Lands
ØISC seeks to harmonize with the provincial assessment process on provincial lands. 
ØISC must still complete an environmental review process for projects where a trigger 

exists. 




