
How Did We Get Here? Key Concepts Moving Forward

SOUTHERN MOUNTAIN CARIBOU  

RECOVERY STRATEGY AMENDMENT

In-person workshops were held at the following locations and dates:

Kelowna, BC : January 31 - February 1, 2024
Edmonton, AB : February 14 - 15, 2024
Prince George, BC : March 5 - 6, 2024

Canadian Wildlife Service
Environment and Climate Change Canada



We acknowledge our presence and 
work on the unceded territories and 
lands of many different Indigenous 

communities and organizations. 

We respectfully recognize the need for 
an ongoing commitment to 

reconciliation that includes an 
expression of gratitude to the land.

Limləmt | Kukwstsemc | 
Hiy-hiy | Mussih Cho | 

Thank you



Acknowledgement

▪ Indigenous communities and organizations 
have dedicated themselves tirelessly to 
support caribou populations.

▪ Many leaders have been at the forefront 
of these efforts for years.

▪ Despite challenges, these collective efforts 
have not been without impact.

▪ This workshop builds upon the enduring 
work of those who have consistently 
advocated for caribou recovery and 
wildlife conservation.



Caribou Recovery Paths and Connections



Caribou Status 



8

Woodland Caribou 

(Northern Mountain 

population)
Woodland Caribou 

(Boreal population)

Woodland Caribou 

(Southern Mountain 

population)



9

Northern 

Group

Southern 

Group

Woodland Caribou 
(Southern Mountain 

Population)

Central 

Group



Southern 

Group

Central 

Group

Northern 

Group

Indigenous Communities 
  with interest in Southern 
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▪ Did not meaningfully include 
Indigenous knowledge, 
languages, or perspectives

▪ Critical Habitat was only 
partially mapped

Southern Mountain Caribou 
Recovery Strategy (2014)



Southern Mountain Caribou 
Recovery Strategy (2014)

▪ Worth noting, the 2014 Recovery 
Strategy is currently in place 
under the Species At Risk Act.

▪ An amendment is our chance to 
improve the document, in 
collaboration.



1
Indigenous 

Knowledge 

(IK)

Improve the inclusion and representation of Indigenous 

knowledge, languages, and perspectives

2
Critical 

Habitat 

(CH)

Complete the detailed identification and mapping of 

critical habitat

3 General 

Updates

Update research and data since 2014 and improve the 

consistency of the document

Southern Mountain Caribou 
Recovery Strategy Amendment



GENERAL 
UPDATES

INDIGENOUS 
KNOWLEDGE 
& LANGUAGE

CRITICAL 
HABITAT

Southern Mountain Caribou 
Recovery Strategy Amendment



Southern Mountain Caribou 
Recovery Strategy Amendment Process

Partner with Center for Indigenous 
and Environmental Resources



3 Summary Reports and Infographic

https://yourcier.org/sara/pacific-region/

Southern Mountain Caribou 
Recovery Strategy Amendment Process

Partner with Center for Indigenous 
and Environmental Resources

CIER website



Workshops – Feedback



D R A F T
Indigenous Words for Caribou

Words were originally compiled from 
public sources. Some Languages have 

been verified by communities. The map 
will be further verified by language experts 
prior to final inclusion in recovery strategy.

D R A F T

Caribou Language Map

Nēhiyawēwin (Mountain, Plains 
and Sakaw/Bush Cree) 



D R A F T
Indigenous Words for Caribou

Words were originally compiled from 
public sources. Some Languages have 

been verified by communities. The map 
will be further verified by language experts 
prior to final inclusion in recovery strategy.

D R A F T

Caribou Language Map
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DRAFT Updates to Critical Habitat

Beginnings of potential amendment changes2014



Recovery Strategy Amendment DRAFT



Partner with Center for Indigenous 
and Environmental Resources

Preliminary First Draft – for review



Preliminary First Draft – for review



Preliminary First Draft – for review



Preliminary First Draft – for review



Workshop Objectives

Ensure the Recovery Strategy supports Indigenous-led 
caribou recovery through:
▪ Building relationships
▪ Showcasing Indigenous-led projects 
▪ Providing information on funding

Provide workshop participants with the tools to:
▪ Understand the amendment process and implications
▪ Work through draft changes 
▪ Take ideas to your own community or organization’s 

leadership
▪ Provide feedback



Partner with Center for Indigenous 
and Environmental Resources

Welcoming Feedback



Welcoming Feedback

▪ We welcome all feedback 
and input into all parts of 
the draft amendment



Welcoming Feedback

▪ We will work to meet your needs
▪ We can help with your review
▪ We can support funding applications 

through partnership with CIER

▪ We welcome all feedback 
and input into all parts of 
the draft amendment

Canadian Wildlife Service
Environment and Climate Change Canada
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