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INTRODUCTION
What is the Indigenous Climate Change Adaptation Toolkit?
The objective of the Indigenous Climate Change Adaptation Planning (ICCAP) Toolkit is to provide a suite of 
user-friendly tools, resources, and key considerations to support Indigenous individuals and communities 
interested in undertaking climate change adaptation planning. The intent is for the toolkit to be used by 
communities at all different stages of the adaptation planning process, including communities with little or 
no prior experience.

While the majority of the resources included in the ICCAP Toolkit are focused on communities located south 
of the 60th parallel, it is the intention that aspects of the Toolkit will also be useful for communities located in 
northern regions as well.

How was the ICCAP Toolkit Developed?
The ICCAP Toolkit was created by the Centre for Indigenous Environmental Resources (CIER) in partnership 
with Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada’s (CIRNAC) First Nations Adapt program. 
The Toolkit was developed under the guidance of a Steering Committee comprised of six climate-change, 
Indigenous knowledge, and community planning experts.

In order to compile the content for the ICCAP Toolkit, CIER conducted research on a variety of climate 
change adaptation topics, undertook an extensive literature review, organized  outreach activities (e.g. survey, 
phone calls, meetings), and worked closely alongside a multitude of communities , with the goal of better 
understanding both climate-related impacts and the information needs/priorities of Indigenous communities. 
Existing tools and approaches for assessing infrastructure and climate-related impacts were also identified.

The Steering Committee and First Nations Adapt program provided input and feedback during the 
development of different components of the Toolkit to ensure its accuracy and relevance.

Please contact earth@yourcier.org for any questions or comments regarding the ICCAP Toolkit.

Centre for Indigenous Environmental Resources
Established in 1994, the Centre for Indigenous Environmental Resources is Canada’s first and only Indigenous-
directed environmental non-profit, charitable organization. CIER’s mission is to assist Indigenous Nations with 
building capacity to address the environmental issues they face. CIER’s mandate is to work with Indigenous 
Nations across Canada to educate, conduct research, and build skills to help them take action to solve the 
environmental problems that affect their lands and waters. CIER uses an integrated approach that combines 
multiple perspectives and fosters collaborative relationships.

To learn more, visit CIER’s website:  
yourcier.org

The First Nations Adapt Program
The First Nations Adapt Program is a Federal funding program under Crown-Indigenous Relations and 
Northern Affairs Canada. First Nations Adapt provides funding to First Nation communities located below the 
60th parallel to assess and respond to climate change impacts on community infrastructure and emergency 
management. The program prioritizes First Nation communities most impacted by climate change related to 
sea-level rise, flooding, forest fires, drought, fisheries and winter road failures.

To learn more, visit the First Nations Adapt Program:  
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1481305681144/1481305709311

To learn more, visit the Indigenous Climate Hub:  
indigenousclimatehub.ca
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OVERVIEW OF THE ICCAP TOOLKIT
The ICCAP Toolkit consists of the following 4 key components:

1. Indigenous Climate Change Adaptation Guidance document – focuses on infrastructure and climate 
change adaptation planning related to winter roads, forest fires, inland flooding, and sea-level rise and/ or 
coastal erosion.

2. Two Indigenous Language Glossaries:

a. Anishinaabemowin Climate Change Glossary  – the Anishinaabemowin Climate Change Glossary is 
intended to support Anishinaabe communities with climate change adaptation planning, and to 
provide a resource that can support language revitalization efforts related to climate change 
adaptation (e.g. conversations with Elders about changing landscapes and climate).

b. Ininímowin Climate Change Glossary – The Ininímowin Climate Change Glossary has the same 
intention as the Anishinaabemowin Climate Change Glossary, however it is intended for Cree 
communities.

3. Indigenous Languages Glossary Workbook – The Indigenous Languages Glossary Workbook 
accompanies the Glossaries. It will guide communities through the process of developing a language 
glossary of their own (in their own language), with a focus on climate change and the environment.

4. Climate Change Adaptation Planning Guidebooks for Indigenous Communities - the objectives of the 
Climate Change Adaptation Planning Guidebooks are to provide user-friendly and culturally guidebooks 
to help Indigenous communities through planning to avoid, minimize, or adapt to impacts caused by 
climate change. The Guidebooks outline a planning process and framework for decision-making that 
allows wide application, local adaptation, and ongoing modifications. The six guidebooks include the 
following topics:

GUIDEBOOKS 

Identifying 
Community

Sustainability and 
Climate Change 
Vulnerabilities  

Identifying
Solutions

Taking 
Adaptive

Action

Monitoring 
Progress and 

Change 6
1

2

3
4

5

Climate Change
Impacts in the
Community   

Starting the
Planning Process
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